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I. Meeting Called to Order  
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Russ Barley at 7:00 pm.  The meeting was held 
in Council Chambers of City Hall. 
 
Council members present: Councilman Eddie Farris, Councilwoman Kasey Cuchens, 
Councilwoman Janice McLean, Mayor Russ Barley and Councilwoman Jennifer Laird. 
 
Staff present: City Clerk Gary Mattison, City Attorney Clay Adkinson, City Engineer 
Anna Hudson and Parks Director Dana Weiler. 
 

II. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 
The Invocation was given by Councilman Farris, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the American Flag. 
 

III. Recognition of Guests 
 
There were no special guests present for introduction. 
 

IV. Approval of Past Minutes (Action Requested) 
 

• 8/24/15 FCC Special Council Meeting Minutes 
 

• 8/24/15 FCC Workshop Minutes (Budget) Minutes 
 
Council Action:  Councilman Farris motioned to approve as presented.  
Councilwoman Laird seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 
V. Consideration of Additions/Deletions to Agenda  

 
Councilman Farris added “Billing Dept.” under his listing. 
 

VI. Approval of Agenda with Additions/Deletions  
 
Councilman Farris’s addition was approved by general assent. 
 

VII. Staff Reports 
 

A. City Clerk Matters 
 
1. Expenditures (Information ) 

 
City Clerk Mattison presented the current expenditures list for review. 
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2. Pay All Bills in Order (Action Requested) 

 
Council Action:  Councilman Farris motioned to pay all bills in order.  
Councilwoman Laird seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 
3. Personnel Issues 

 
a. Acceptance of Donna Hinson  Retirement request 

 
Council Action:  Councilwoman McLean motioned to approve Donna 
Hinson retirement.  Councilman Farris seconded the motion.  All ayes; 
motion carried. 

 
b. Personnel Policy Manual Final Draft Distribution 

 
Mattison stated that the Table of Contents was being developed; copy of final 
draft being distributed. 
 

c.  Change Utility Superintendent title from Utility Superintendent to Utility 
Director 
 

Council Action:  Councilwoman Laird motioned to rename the Utility 
Superintendent position to Utility Director.  Councilwoman Cuchens 
seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 
d. Adjust Utility Director Salary from $65 to $75 

 
Council Action:  Councilman Farris motioned to raise the salary from 
$65,000 to $75,000.  Councilwoman Cuchens seconded the motion. 

 
Council Discussion:  Councilwoman McLean stated that with insurance and 
benefits, that would put the position at $85,000.  McLean suggested that Mattison 
supervise at current salary offering and wait to advertise again. 
 

Council Vote:  2 in favor (Farris, Cuchens) and 2 opposed (Laird, 
McLean).  The Mayor voted in order to break the tie, and he voted no.  
Motion failed. 

 
B. Planning & Zoning Dept. (none) 

 
 

C. Legal Matters 
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Councilwoman McLean asked for an update on the Annexation Phase II Initiative.  
Adkinson stated that it was coming along. 
 

D. Parks Dept.   
 
1. Programming Updates 

 
Weiler stated that this was the last week of operation of the City Pool.  Sunday will 
be the first evening of adult kickball.  On the 26th, the Sporks Complex will host a 
Punt/Pass/Kick event.  Open Recreational Soccer.   October 10th, Walton Outdoors 
will be at Live Oak Landing.   The well repairs are almost complete.  A burn will take 
place at the Complex September 9, 2015.  Weiler has received a letter of intent for 
Disc Golf sponsorship. 
 

E. Engineering  
 
There were no engineering updates. 
 

F. Water Dept. 
 
The installation of Sensus Meters for the North Bay system will begin on Monday. 
 

G. Sewer Dept. 
 
None. 
 

VIII. Old Business 
 
1. Guideline/Transfer of Water and Sewer Tap Fees (Action) tabled from August 27, 

2015 FCC RCM. 
 
Adkinson stated that they are reviewing the guidelines and wanted to make a couple of 
revisions.   
 

Council Action:  Councilwoman McLean motioned to table this item to 
the September 24, 2015 meeting.  Councilwoman Laird seconded the 
motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 
IX. New Business 

 
A. Mayor Russ Barley 

Mayor Barley updated the Council on the renovations to the Community Center. 
 
Mayor Barley updated the Council on the Bayfest preparations. 
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B. Councilwoman Brannon (not present) 

1. Legislative Matters 
 

C. Councilwoman Cuchens - none 
 

D. Councilman Farris 
 
1. Planning Board Appointee for Councilman Farris (Action) 

 
Council Action:  Councilman Farris motioned to appoint Steve Thomas to 
replace Ron Brannon on the Planning Board.  Councilwoman Laird 
seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 
2. Pavilion Project (Information/Action) 

 
Councilman Farris gave an update on labor and materials costs for the Pavilion. 
 

3. Elected Official Appreciation Day (Information/Action) 
 

Council Action:  Councilman Farris motion to hold Elected Officials 
Appreciation Day on October 29, 2015 at 3:00 pm.  Councilwoman Laird 
seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 

 
4. Billing Department 

 
Council Action:  Councilman Farris motion to advertise for the vacancy in 
the Billing Department.  Councilwoman Laird seconded the motion.  All 
ayes; motion carried. 

 
E. Councilwoman Laird - none 

 
F. Councilwoman McLean - none 

 
G. Tim Ard/Freeport Art League-Request to hold “Art in the Park” event (Action) 

 
Tim Ard, on behalf of the Freeport Art League, requested permission from the Council to 
hold an “Art in the Park” event in conjunction with the Festival of Trees on the 1st 
Saturday in December.  The time frame is from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
 
 

Council Action:  Councilwoman McLean motioned to approve the event as 
presented.  Councilwoman Laird seconded the motion.  All ayes; motion carried. 
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X. Public Comment 
 
Eleanor Turner appeared before the Council requesting an official name for the proposed 
pavilion to be built behind City Hall on the old baseball field.  The top three name choices 
received from the Town Planters were 1) Community Stage of Freeport, 2) Outback Stage 
of Freeport and 3) Freeport Outdoor Theatre. 
 

Council Action:  Councilwoman Laird motioned to make the pavilion “Freeport 
Outdoor Theatre”.  Councilwoman McLean seconded the motion.  All ayes; 
motion carried. 

 
XI. Adjournment 

 
Mayor Barley called for a motion to adjourn.  Councilwoman McLean motioned to 
adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm. 
 

FREEPORT CITY COUNCIL 
 

___________________________________ 
Mayor 

 
___________________________________ 

Council President 
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________________ 
City Clerk 


